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It is a known fact that our world is an unequal one, with some
sections of the community having better access to health care
and welfare measures, while there are many other sections of the
community who are deprived of all the basic and essential health
care.1 In fact, disparity exists in terms of education, occupation,
income, housing standards, food security, gender inequality, etc.,
making the overall scenario quite complex. These inequalities and
disparities account for unnecessary suffering, failure to prevent
the development of avoidable illnesses, impairment in the quality
of life of people, physical–mental–social consequences, and even
premature death.2
The emergence of the coronavirus disease-2019 (COVID-19)
pandemic has further complicated the issue, predominantly
because the available resources are now directed toward the
effective containment of the pandemic, which has jeopardized
the delivery of essential healthcare services, especially in lowand middle-income nations. The World Health Organization has
come out with five priority areas to create a fairer and healthier
world for everyone.1 The first and foremost priority considering
the current developments is to ensure that nations get equitable
access to technology and logistics (viz. vaccines, personal protective
equipment, drugs, diagnostic kit, etc.) essential for the effective
containment of the COVID-19 pandemic through a well-defined
mechanism.1,2
The nex t priorit y is to augment investment for the
strengthening of the primary health care so that we can improve
the lives of marginalized sections of the community.1,3 This calls
for the need for the international welfare agencies and donor
agencies to provide assistance to the financially weak nations
to take targeted interventions to improve the overall healthcare
delivery system, and thereby produce better health outcomes
and improved efficiency.1,2 Subsequently, we should aim for
safeguarding the health and social protection by building a strong
network to prevent disruptions in the welfare measures, regardless
of the existing or novel public health emergencies.1,2
At present, the available estimates suggest that four-fifths of
the world’s population living in extreme poverty are residing in
rural settings, which 80% of the rural people lack access to drinking
water provision.1 Thus, there is a strong need to prioritize the
delivery of basic social service measures (viz. transport facilities,
water and sanitation provisions, healthy housing, recreational
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options, etc.), so that people can maintain a good quality of life.1,3
Further, as not much can be attained unless we have access to
good quality data, there is a big-time need to strengthen data and
health information systems. The comprehensive nature of the data
will aid the policymakers to understand the gravity of the problem
and thereby take evidence-based and well-informed decisions.1-3
To summarize, in the context of global vision to create a
fairer and healthier world, a lot needs to be done to not only
make progress but even sustain the gains achieved so far, and
to adopt a multisectoral approach, wherein all the concerned
stakeholders work in alignment and collaboration to make the
world a healthy place for everyone.
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